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BEING BUSH DETECTIVES (SCATS, BONES, PELLETS & FEATHERS OF 
PORCUPINE RIDGE AND WOMBAT FOREST) 


The last meeting of the year was possibly the most interactive of the year. 
Our guest speaker Tanya Loos showed us that we should take more notice 
of simple signs and tracks and other items like feathers and scats left 
behind by fauna. Being more observant helps to get a better idea of what 
might live on the area. After a brief introduction of the topic, Tanya 
showed us some of the specimens that she has collected over the years. 
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Echidna Skull 


Tanya takes a keen interest in a 20km area around her home. Most 
observations are undertaken while she walks her dog. The idea of gaining 
information by observing rather than handling or disturbing an animal 
appeals to her. There is no recording, sound monitoring or hair tubes 
needed. It is just eyes, ears and nose. 


The book, Tracks, Scats and Other Traces, A Field Guide to Australian 
Mammals by Barbara Triggs, is highly regarded by naturalists and covers 


most things that a bush detective needs to know. Being observant is a 
matter of taking some time and knowing what to look for and following 
up on the clues left by fauna. 


Keep an eye open for animal tracks, nesting sites, roost sites, chewed 
plant material, feathers, “paint” (the white part of bird droppings), 
scratching on trees, scats (animal droppings) and pellets (made up 
regurgitated indigestible parts of insects, fur and bones). Ninety percent of 
the solution to what bird or animal has been in an area is the context of 
the site, where we are and what we could expect to see. 


Tanya keeps her collection of bones, feathers, sculls and scats and more in 
a series of jewel boxes and other useful containers. So before you toss out 
that box your new watch came in, give a thought to giving it to someone 
who will put it to good use. A collection of many and varied ttems was 
laid on the table for us to guess their origin. Tanya’s collection - used for 
educational purposes - is done under permit. 


So what did we see? 


A possum tail, eagle pellet, the horny beak from a parrot fish, a pardalote 
egg and the tiny bones of a brown antechinus found under a kookaburra 
roost tree. There was a Gang Gang and a Spotted Pardalote feather, an 
echidna skull with bony beak and bulbous head, a swamp wallaby skull 
and a bush rat skull found in an owl pellet. There was also an 
identification ring from a pigeon found under a peregrine nest tree. 


When dealing with to scats remember where they come from. Hygiene is 
important when handling scats to prevent infections. Checking the texture 
is important. Look at the shape and size. Have a sniff of them. Some scats 
are territorial markers and placed in a prominent position. 


Scats differ between herbivores, carnivores and omnivores as they eat 
different things. I thought the echidna scat was one of the more interesting 
items on display as I had never seen one before or even thought to look 
for one. They are quite gritty and as they break down quite quickly, hard 
to find in the bush. Who would have noticed a stick insect scat in the 
bush? It is a very small, ndged scat. 


Tanya’s talk was most informative and entertaining and prompted a lot of 
discussion. So the next time you are taking a walk don’t just look for the 
birds and the orchids, slow down and look for tracks, feathers, scats and 
chewed gum nuts and find out what else is in the bush. 


Tanya has kept a nature journal since her childhood and now writes a 
nature column for the Hepbum Advocate. Nature writing has a long 
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history and Tanya made mention of Gilbert White’s A Natural History 
and Antiquities of Selbourne. It is one of the earliest and best 
known examples of nature writing. From an early age he was fascinated 
by nature and recorded his observations, and in later life began to 
correspond with several prominent ‘natural philosophers’. These letters 
were eventually edited and compiled in a book, The Natural History of 
Selborne (1789). It has never been out of print since its publication and 
established the genre of nature-writing in English — taken from http:// 
naturalhistoryofselborne.com/ 


Elspeth Swan, (Text and photos) 


DECEMBER EXCURSION 


Led by Bill and Paul the excursion began in the afternoon and we headed 
for Haddon Common Bushland Reserve which is managed by Parks 
Victoria. The reserve covers an area of about 150 hectares so there is a 
lot to see. Trigger plants, flax-lily, goodenia and a few different peas were 
still flowering and Peter was the first to spot the Duck Orchids. There was 
a patch of bluebell creeper, Billardiera heterophylla, a native to Western 
Australia. This plant is an environmental weed and is becoming more 
common around Ballarat bushland. It is spread in bird droppings. 


We moved onto the next site still in the reserve going cautiously past the 
edge of the gun club reserve. The shooting was a bit disconcerting but if 
you stay on the track there is an adequate buffer. After dodging a few 
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Tongue Orchid 
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large puddles and deep holes which 
tested driving skill, we made it to an 
area where blue  pincushions, 
Brunonia australis, were abundant 
and the heads of spear grass 
Austrostipa mollis, en masse were 
quite impressive. The last stop in 
the reserve was for afternoon tea at 
the dam. A few local people were 
trying their luck at fishing. 


After the tea break it was time to 
move onto Enfield Forest so we 
travelled via State Forest Road and 
onto Beacon Hill. This site is 
always worth a visit and there were 
a few plants in flower if you were 
prepared to search for them. Bill 
related a story from July 1975 when 
Pat and Bill were at the site with 
Cliff Beauglehole, Cliff told Pat to “watch those leaves” and on a very hot 
day in December the flowers appeared, tongue orchids, Crypostylis 
subulata. Tongue orchids are evergreen so the leaves are always present if 
you know what you are looking at. 


J on - 


Small grass tree flower and moth. 


We spent some time walking over the hill side and up to the fenced area 
around the beacon. It was fairly windy and our enthusiasm was waning. 
We were going to head to Berringa for tea at the reserve but decided since 
we were down to 3 car loads to seek a more sheltered site and headed to 
Little Hard Hills. We took a track before the pub and had tea near the dam. 
Moth Daisy-bush, Olearia erubescens was in flower and honeyeaters were 
spotted in the eucalypts. 


Elspeth Swan (Text and photos) 


BFNC AGM 
March 2, 2012 


Theme - My Favourite Natural History Place 
Please bring digital items on a USB stick. 


Please add your name to the list at the February meeting so we know how many 
sets of images to expect. 
No more than 10 images per member. 


THE FIELD NATURALIST BALLARAT BLOG 


Remember to have a look at the club blog at  http:// 
fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com/ Short articles (posts) are added fairly 
regularly. If you would like to know when a new post is added and have an 
email address then just go to the link and sign up and you will be sent an 
email every time something is added. 


Some of the recent articles and photos include /t must be Duck 
(Orchid) Season, Mud-Dauber Wasp, Can you roll your tongue? Mount 
Beckworth excursion and Lal Lal Falls Update. 


If you would like to put some of your own photos and stories on let 
Elizabeth or John know and they will give you a password. Too much 
trouble, then just email your photo and some words to our club email 
address and Elspeth will add it to the blog. 
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Mud-Dauber Wasp 


Sometimes in a gap in the 
wall or oven in 2 coat 
hanging up outside, we 
have come across « senall 
collection of mud and 


epeders. 


The tnud dauber wasp 
beilds a series of cells from 
mud, fills them with a 
paralysed insect or spider 
and then bays ber eggs in 


thein. 


Nomination forms for BEFNC Committee 
available at Feb meeting. 


FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INCORPORATED 
No. A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
Minutes of the Meeting held at the Primary Industries Training Centre 
on Friday 2"" December 2011 


1. Opening and Apologies. The President welcomed 25 members & 
visitors. Apologies: Jacki Metcalf, Peter Dalman, Denis & Elizabeth 
Thurgood, Peter Billing, Margaret Martin. 

That the apologies be accepted: Moved  :Paul Norquay 
Seconded:John Mildren. Carried. 
2 Minutes of previous meeting summarised & tabled in The Ballarat 
Naturalist. That the minutes be accepted: Moved: — John Gregurke 
Seconded: Dulcie Brooke. Carried. 
3 Correspondence. 
IN: 
° Castlemaine Naturalist November, 2011. 
Whirrakee November 2011 
Environment Victoria — various 
VNPA Appeal 
Flyer from donortec.org 
Invoice from University of Ballarat for room hire Feb — Nov. 
Via gmail: Env. Vic appeal for donations; Geelong Environment Council re 
Anglesea Heath and proposed coalmine extension. 
Bendigo Bank Statement 
Field Nats News December 2011 
RHSV Gazette & various flyers 
Ballarat City Council — Ballarat West Employment Zone Stakeholder Workshop — 
summary & map. 
OUT: Nil 
That the correspondence be accepted: Moved: Paul Norquay Seconded: 
Chris Baulch. Carried. 
4. Business Arising from Correspondence Nil 
5. Reports 


Treasurer's Report: Opening balance: $$5440.13, Income: $173.15 
Expenses: $90.53 Closing balance: $5522.75 Moved: Les Hanrahan 
Seconded: Claire Dalman. Carried. 


SEANA Phillip Island — successful and enjoyable, >100 registrations. 
Grampians camp 18 attendees on Saturday, 15 on Sunday. 


Werribee Birdwatching excursion 28-11-11. Bird list of 72 species. Some 
lagoons closed due to heavy rain 2 days previously. 


John Mildren — many waterbirds sighted along Foxhow Rd, at Princetown 
& Curdies Inlet. 
6. General Business 
Christmas BBQ at 5 Elizabeth St, Wendouree from 5.30pm. BYO everything. 
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10. 


Show & Tell/Field Reports 
Photos from Cradle Mountain of Wombats, landscapes — Carol Hall 


Nov 23 - Chris & Anna Baulch — Winter Swamp — Blue Wren’s nest with 2 
eggs in a clump of grass near viewing platform. Copperhead snake on 
track. At home: 2 Blackbirds’ nests, one with 3 eggs and one with 2 eggs, 
both abandoned. 


Late Nov — Helen Burgess — Moola St garden — Male Magpie sitting on 
baby magpie and pecking its head. 


Mid-Nov — Tanya Loos — Porcupine Ridge — Painted button-quail in her 
bush garden made around 50 circular depressions or “platelets”. Increased 
numbers of White-necked Herons and Black-shouldered Kites thanks to 
good season. 


Mid Oct — Dulcie Brooke — Alexander Ave, Wendouree — Wood Duck 
ducklings “raining down from the sky” from a tall E. ovate stump hollow. 
14 assembled and were marched off! 


Nov 10 — John Gregurke — Burrumbeet Racecourse Swamp — pair of 
brolgas hatched one chick — seen several times until 21 Nov. On 1* Dec 
one adult brolga present on swamp. 


Dec 2 — Greg Binns — Haddon Common — birds seen: Male & female 
Rufous Whistler, Common Bronzewing, White-throated Tree-creeper, Grey 
Currawong, Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Superb Fairy Wren; plus evidence 
of much flowering this spring. 


Nov 29 — Ken Hammond — garden in Wendouree — Rainbow Lorikeets. 
Nov — Paul Norquay — Mt Egerton - Quail in garden beds around house. 


Nov — Halls Gap — Margaret Thomas — Pardalotes going in & out of nesting 
holes in ground. Blue wrens and babies nesting in lavender bushes. 


Dec — Nerrina, Ballarat - Margaret Thomas — 4 Currawongs in cherry tree 
in garden eating her green/pink cherries; Wattlebirds screeching at 
Currawongs. 


Nov — Buninyong — Lorraine Powell — Grebe constructing nest on dam 
closely supervised by glossy 1.5m Red-Bellied Black Snake. Watch this 
space! 

Excursion arrangements — Enfield, afternoon: meet 1.30pm for 
Haddon Common, Beacon Hill, Dereel & Berringa. 


Syllabus Item — Tanya Loos — Scats, Bones & Feathers — being a 
bush detective. A hands-on practical session of specimens was much 
appreciated by members who saw, often for the first time, owl pellets, 
antechinus jawbones, bird & mammal droppings! 


Supper. 


CALENDAR 2012 


FEBRUARY 
Fri 3 Murray Ralph, Wombat forest Care 
Flora, Fauna & Conservation Values of the Wombat State Forest. 


Sun 5 Excursion — Wombat Forest. “It will probably be best to meet at the 
Spargo Creek Hotel (which is on the Daylesford-Ballan Rd) at 
10.15am. Then we will visit a site of the very rare Bossiaea 
vombata, then one of our fauna research sites and end with a walk in 
the Musk Creek Reference area. We should finish about 1.30pm or 


cr) 


SO. 
MARCH 
Fri 1 AGM and Members’ Images (see page 3) 
Sun 4 Bellarine Peninsula, Carol Hall, Club Members 
SEANA 2012 dates ANN Campout 2012 
Camperdown - March 16-19 Soa Canberra 13-21 October 
Bendigo - August 17-19. alana 
Committee 
President ........:ccceeeeeeeee Ms Elspeth Swan 
Vice-President ...........00 Mr Greg Binns 
Secretary... cece Mrs Carol Hall 
Treasurer... cece eee Mr Les Hanrahan 
Mr John Gregurke.... 
Mrs Val Hocking... eee 


Ms Nina Netherway (editor)... 
Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary:- Carol Hall, 

Editor: Nina Netherway, 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts, 
on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 
Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies 
and Gregory Sts. 
A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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